AP U.S. HISTORY:  CHAPTER 28 - FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

America in a World at War

The Second World War

Bellos

Question #1 of the Free Responses must be done by Thursday of this week.  Have it ready at the beginning of the class.

1. Compare and contrast the impact of the war on the many ethnic, gender, and racial groups in America.

· Possible thesis statement: 
· African Americans.  

· Native Americans.  

· Mexican Americans.  

· Japanese Americans.  

· Women. By the war’s end, the number of women in the work force had increased by almost 60 percent.  

· Possible conclusion:  

2.
Assess the various historical debates that have surrounding the decision to drop the atomic bomb.  Given what you know about the facts and these debates, do you think Truman made the right choice?  Why or why not?
· Possible thesis statement:  Ever since the bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, controversy has raged over Truman’s decision and the motives behind his choice.   The debates surrounding Truman’s decision generally fall into two camps:  those who feel the attack was unnecessary as the Japanese would have surrendered within a very short time, and therefore, Truman had other motives for dropping the bomb; and those who argue the attack was a necessary, simple military decision as it was the only way to stop Japan’s leaders.  
· Attack was unnecessary.  Historian Gar Alperovitz’s two books argue that Japan would have surrendered soon without the bomb and that Truman made his decision in order to force Stalin to be more in line with American demands.  Martin Sherwin agrees, arguing that Truman believed that the atomic bomb in and of itself would be enough to make Stalin more manageable.
· Attack was a necessary, simple military decision.  Truman’s memoirs point to this decision.  He felt the bomb must be dropped in order to prevent an American mainland invasion that would cost as many as a million lives.  The memoirs of many of his contemporaries support this position: Winston Churchill, Secretary of War Henry Stimson, and Truman’s senior military advisors.  Historian Herbert Feis also takes this stand, as do David McCullough, Alonzo Hamby, and Robert J. Donovan.
· Right choice? (This answer will vary from student to student.) 

· Possible conclusion:  While most of the debate falls within the two camps above ( the necessary versus necessary arguments ( a few others have argued that regardless of Japanese intentions, using the terrible new weapon was not a moral or rational choice.  A more controversial and as yet unsubstantiated interpretation is that the racialized image of Japan as a subhuman species may have contributed to America’s willingness to bomb Japanese cities. 

Answers to Free Response

1. Compare and contrast the impact of the war on the many ethnic, gender, and racial groups in America.

· Possible thesis statement: During the four years of the war, American society and Americans underwent many changes. Specifically, African Americans, Native Americans, Japanese Americans, Mexican Americans, and women experienced many changes in their daily lives.

· African Americans.  Throughout the war, many blacks from the rural South migrated to the northern industrial cities where many found industrial jobs that improved their economic conditions.  Hundreds of thousands entered the military and served courageously during the war.  But these improvements were tempered by the prejudices and discriminatory traditions of white America.  As blacks entered some cities, racial violence broke out.  When blacks protested serving in segregated divisions of the military, riots also occurred.

· Native Americans.  The lives of Native Americans were affected in at least two important ways ( through service in the military and through jobs in war plants.  Over 25,000 Native Americans served in World War II both in combat and as code talkers working in military communications with their native languages that the enemy could not understand.  Over 70,000 Native Americans left their reservations to work in factories that supplied the war effort.  After the war, however, most of these job opportunities were no longer available.

· Mexican Americans.  Due to the labor shortages both in the agricultural and industrial regions of the U.S., the American and Mexican governments agreed to the bracero program whereby Mexican contract laborers came to the U.S. to work for a limited time.  As more braceros came to the U.S., they settled in Mexican-American neighborhoods where some of the young people joined groups that wore distinctive cultural clothing considered outrageous, rebellious, and defiant by white, middle-class Americans.  The result was the Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles, in which white sailors came into Mexican-American communities and attacked zoot-suiters.  When they tried to fight back, the police arrested the Mexican-Americans and the city later passed a law forbidding the wearing of zoot suits.

· Japanese Americans.  About 127,000 first-generation and native-born citizens of the United States were imprisoned in internment camps for the duration of the war.  Fearing that the Japanese might aide the enemy, President Roosevelt authorized internment, which was later constitutionally upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court.  After the war, most Japanese could not return to their communities as they had not only lost all of their property and their businesses, but they were still the target of prejudice, harassment, and mistrust.  Their lives were forever changed by their war experience.

· Women. By the war’s end, the number of women in the work force had increased by almost 60 percent.  The role of wage-earning women was especially felt in the industrial work force where they worked in war plants at jobs traditionally believed to be “men’s work;” in service-sector jobs where they worked as clerks, secretaries, and typists; and in the military within gender-segregated units like the WACs and the WAVEs.  Women also joined unions in higher numbers than ever before. Women who elected to stay at home were also enlisted in the war effort.   They were encouraged to raise victory gardens, to can food, and to prepare meals that fit their food ration coupons.  Some were recruited by the USO to serve as hostesses in their clubs, and by military bases to join “dance brigades” where they had social evenings with soldiers.  Regardless of how they served during the war, women (especially married women) entered areas of society previously believed to be inappropriate for them.

· Possible conclusion:  Clearly, the lives of some groups of Americans were radically changed by the war years ( especially those of the Japanese Americans and women.  The lives of the interned Japanese were forever scarred by the experience of being imprisoned in their own nation and losing all of their possessions.  The lives of many women were forever changed as some entered new areas of American society and others enjoyed their jobs in the workplace ( jobs that they reluctantly gave up after the war.  Other groups ( especially African Americans, Native Americans, and Mexican Americans ( experienced some positive economic changes during the war in terms of jobs.  However, the ramifications of their movement into new areas of society were often negative.  Further, at the war’s end, many lost their jobs.
